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INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAUSE OF HEPATITIS IN THE 
ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL
Thank you for helping us with our study into hepatitis in English Springer Spaniels. This study is being performed by Nick Bexfield and Penny Watson at the University of Cambridge. We hope that the results will aid our understanding of this disease and lead to improved ways to diagnose and treat the disease in future.
How you can help

1) To help us understand the genetics of this disease, we would be very grateful for a blood sample from any healthy English Springer Spaniel aged 7 years or older. Your dog must not have suffered with hepatitis at any point during his or her life, but your dog can be related to another dog diagnosed with hepatitis. 
Please ask your vet to collect approximately 5mls of EDTA blood and 2mls of serum – PLEASE ASK HIM/HER TO SEPARATE WHOLE BLOOD BEFORE SENDING.  These samples, along with the completed clinical details and pedigree, should be sent to the following address:   
Nick Bexfield

Department of Veterinary Medicine

University of Cambridge

Madingley Road

Cambridge CB3 0ES

Using some of this blood, we will perform a health check (biochemistry and haematology), with no charge to you or your vet, and will forward the results to your vet, usually within 48 hours of receiving the sample.

2) If you have a dog which has been diagnosed with hepatitis, or your vet is currently investigating if your dog has hepatitis, please contact us to enquire how you can also help with our research. If your vet is planning on performing a liver biopsy, it is important that you or your vet contacts us before the biopsy is taken.
Owner consent
I hereby declare that the sample(s) submitted for research is/are from the dog named below. I also consent to the use of any spare blood from my dog in research and for its long term storage.***

Signature…………………………………………..

Date…………………………………
***If you submit a blood sample from a bitch, please note that half of the EDTA sample will be submitted to Dr Mike Starkey, the Animal Health Trust, Newmarket, for a study on mammary tumours in English Springer Spaniels.

OWNER DETAILS
Owner’s name……………………………………
Telephone number…………………………..
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
DOG DETAILS
Dog’s name……………………………………
Age…………………………………………….
Sex:  Male  /  Female



Neutered: Yes  /  No
Sire’s name (if known)…………………………
Dam’s name (if known)……………………...
KC number (if known)…………………………
We would be very grateful for a 5 generation pedigree.  Please bring this with you to your vet, so that it can be forwarded together with your dog’s blood sample to Nick Bexfield at the above address.
Is you dog currently healthy?  
Yes / No
Are you aware if relatives of your dog have been diagnosed with hepatitis? 
Yes / No

If yes, please give brief details (and relationship with your dog)
VET DETAILS
Name of vet
…………………………………….
Name of practice……………………………..
Practice address……………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Fax number...........................................................
Thank you very much for taking part in this valuable study. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions on the telephone numbers or e-mail addresses given in the letter head.
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